20 May 2018
Acts 2: 1-21

The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing
of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. * All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.® When they heard
this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being
spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each
of us hears them in our native language?® Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 1" Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near
Cyrene; visitors from Rome ! (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them
declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What
does this mean?”

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you
who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 3 These people are not drunk,
as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!'® No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17<In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
T will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21 And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Galatians 5:22-25

The fruit of the Spirit

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness
and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 2 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. 23 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us
not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
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Isaiah 58: 6-12 — Solidarity with those who suffer

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice

and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free

and break every yoke?
71s it not to share your food with the hungry

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked, to clothe them,

and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn,

and your healing will quickly appear;
then your righteousness will go before you,

and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard.
% Then you will call, and the LORD will answer;

you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am 1.

“If you do away with the yoke of oppression,
with the pointing finger and malicious talk,
10and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,
then your light will rise in the darkness,
and your night will become like the noonday.
1 The LORD will guide you always;
he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land
and will strengthen your frame.
You will be like a well-watered garden,
like a spring whose waters never fail.
12Y our people will rebuild the ancient ruins
and will raise up the age-old foundations;
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,
Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.

1 John 4:7-21 - God’s Love and Ours

"Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of
God and knows God. 3 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. ? This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 1° This
is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. ! Dear
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. > No one has ever seen God; but if we love
one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit."* And we have seen and
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world. !5 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is
the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. '® And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 7 This is how love is made complete among
us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. '8 There is no fear
in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not
made perfect in love.

19 We love because he first loved us. 2 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For
whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not
seen. 2! And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.
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Luke 6:27-36 — Love for our enemies

27<“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you,?® bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. ? If someone slaps you on
one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt
from them. 3° Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not
demand it back. 3! Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32<If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who
love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners do that. * And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 3¥But love your
enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the
ungrateful and wicked. 3¢ Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Galatians 2:1-10 — Paul is accepted by the apostles

2 Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took
Titus along also. 2] went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with those
esteemed as leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted
to be sure I was not running and had not been running my race in vain. 3 Yet not even
Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. * This
matter arose because some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we
have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. > We did not give in to them for a moment, so that
the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.

% As for those who were held in high esteem—whatever they were makes no difference to me;
God does not show favouritism—they added nothing to my message. ’ On the contrary, they
recognized that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised. 8 For God, who was at work in Peter
as an apostleto the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostleto the
Gentiles. ? James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right
hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should
go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. !° All they asked was that we should continue
to remember the poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along.
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Psalm 18: 19-25

19He brought me out into a spacious place;
he rescued me because he delighted in me.

20 The LORD has dealt with me according to my righteousness;
according to the cleanness of my hands he has rewarded me.
21 For I have kept the ways of the LORD;
I am not guilty of turning from my God.
22 A1l his laws are before me;
I have not turned away from his decrees.
23] have been blameless before him
and have kept myself from sin.
24 The LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness,
according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight.

25 To the faithful you show yourself faithful,
to the blameless you show yourself blameless.

John 15:1-8

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. * Remain in me, as
I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

>“T am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. ¢ If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples.




